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oBving'a true 


OF:'.TWO 


Bloody Murders 


Committed by one eAndrew Sympſon , 
Lon the Bodies of a youn Man and a young Woman. 


[079-, 


What a may. of Curſes che eating of the 
' forbidden fruit. bath brought upon Man- 
kinde! and ,unavoidably entail d gpon the 
Sons of Men' great Miſery 3 amongſt all 
which none appears more terrible and full of Sorrow, 
and bewraying greater Wrath, than the Blood-crying 
| Sin of Murder, eſpecially when it is atteaded with 
Crimes, whofe Wickedneſs of themſelves mighe pur- 
chaſe the reward of Death : which in the Perſon, of 
whom this Relation is wricten, might have been fully 
evidenced; before he committed this horrible AQion, 
for which be recetvell ts juſt Reward or Puniſhment. 


in the Moorlands in Stafford ſbire ; his Name Andrew 
Sympſon, by Trade a Shoe-maker, and ſome time an 
Offtler in an Inne in the ſame Town, where he firſt 
begun to ad his wicked Deſigns : For,abour ewo years 
ago, a Councryman coming to Market in Lecke, he 
ſerup his Horſe at the Red-Lion, where Andrew was 
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The place of his uſual abode was Leeke, a Town 
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Hoſtler 3; and from thence going into the Town, he 
received, for Corn, ſome Three Pounds, which pur- 
ring ina large. Leather-pusſe in, his/Pocker, he in the 
Evening comes to his Inne, and drinking indifferent 
hard, ftays till 10 of the Clock or thereabours (ir be- 
iop in Sepzember, the Nypie dark ; ) he then;calls for 
the Oftler, and giving him two Pence for his hotſe, 
he rode homewards towards his own houſe , which 
was ſome four Miles from Leck. 

But Andfew (ccing. this Purſe of Motiey 5” and 
of his Maſter's out of the Stable; he rides a nearer 
way. through. a. back-grapnd of | his Maſters, and 
meets the Country-man ip an open large Moor ; where 
bidding him ftand, he robs him of his Money, and 
then with a Horſe: collar, or Halter, binds his hands 
and feet, loofing his Harſe to run home; and fo leaves 
the. poor Country-man' 10 great diſtreſs all Night on 
the cold ground, Moneylcſs and comfartlels. + 
.. Next Morning he was by Country-people found, 
and came back to Leeke, where he made known his 
bad Mizfortune : But none could ſuſpeft Andrew to 
be the Aftor in this Fad. | 

_ After this prizc, he continues a good time honeſt, till 
another opporcunity affords it (elf co his eye, which he 
would not lec flip ; which was as followeth.: 

Abour. fix months after the former Robbery, there 
came a youngm an to-the houſe on foor, traveling for 
Nantwich in Cheſbier, who over-nigbt inquiring is the 
houſe of his way,next day none was fo forward as Andr. 
ro inform him, or to ger into the acquaintance of this 
Stranger , who, by his own laviſh diſcourſe, diſcovers 
he had good ſtore of Money , and that he had lately 
I-fe his Eriends upan, Diſcontent. Andrew informs 
kim of the beſt way he could towards Congertos (even 
miles, os, his way, and himſelf proffered next morning 
to put him in the right way for a mile or twp. The 


Stranger 
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Stranger accepts his proffer ; and fo in the morning 
out they go together, cheir way lying over a great and 
almoft unfrequented Moore, and fo through a great 
difmal Wood ; in the midſt of which he takes an oppor- 
cunity,. and wich one blow of a heavy Stick he knocks 
che poor Traveller down 3 bug not fo cetitent, he re- 
doubles his blows : till he found | him breathleſs on the 
round : «which when he perceived, he rook our of his 
ocket fix pounds 1n Cold and Silver, with rwo Rings, 
and a filver Box, and then takes the Body and drags it 
into an 61d uſeleſs Coal pirz which being lefe open and 
Oy the Body was nor found cill his Confeſfion before 
Jaftice Anderſon in Fune laſt, 79. 
From aGing this horcible Crime, he comes home a« 
gain to Lecke, nv body ever fufpeRing hia : for'he 
eaſily told where he prerended he parted with the Stran- 
ger, and they never thinking but he was gone; his Jour- 
NEY. : > 6 | | 
"Lodeim upon this Thefc was full of money, which he 
freely fpetir, the otiely way to be poor again, and fo ro 
be tempted to another fin or Robbery. He was ſo cun» 
ning an Artiſt, as he never expoſed the Rings eo fale in 
Leck, bur once going over to Stafford, he there to a 
Goldfith ſells chem, wirh the Box pretending he found 
chem. | OR | 
Afﬀeer this, he continnes till May laſt, without afting any diſho- 


neſty to be deteted; but though he was alleep in ſecurity, he 
could rex efcape tlie Divine Vengeance for his horrid Fats : for 
now the time of his apprehenſion drew on, and that he muſt ren- 
der anAccomit for all his fins before the Terreſtrial and Curleſtial 
Judges. He obſerves in ay laſt, a woman, who coming to Leeke 
with Cloath, Lace and Thread, and other Pedlers Commodities, 
ſhe took ſome money in the Town,and with what ſhe had before, 
it was pretty conſiderable. She then intends for the Town of 
Bakewel, North-weſt from thenoe, where the muſt paſs by a place 
called the black Mere of Morridge, which is a ſtrange deep black 
water-pond of a very prodigious depth and colour, differing from 
molt ordinary waters. Azdrewlearcs what way ſhe muſt travel, 


- but in his heart he intends to prevent her Journey, and adde one 


more great ſia tq his two former. This place was ſome ſeyen miles 
or 
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or thereabouts from Leeke ; and it was almoſt three 1a the after- 
noon ere ſhe went out of Town, and conſequently it muſt benear 
night ere ſhepaſt by this unfrequented place. Andrew follows 
her, pretending he was going to a Town three-miles off ; but he 
dogs this woman, and follows her to the very place he intended, 
whereby force he firſt ſtrangles her, and then taking her Purſe of 
money from her ſide, and her Boxes of Lace, and her Linnen, he 
tyes a Rope to her middle, and- a great Stone to the end of it, and 
throws her into.the Mere ; and ſo packing up his Prize he hyes 
home, where he gets before morning, and in a Hay-mow hides all 
his Purchaſe : which he had not long poſſeſt, but being over-kind 
with a Maid-fervant in the houſe, he tells her he would give her 
fome Lace and Linnen; which ſhe being glad to hear, often tells, 
and urges him for his promiſe. - At laſt ſhe'ſo much tires him, that 
he goes one day to fetch her-ſome of both; but ſhe watchinghim 
privately, wonders to ſee him from the. Hay-mow draw forth fach 
a quantity of Linnen and Lace. She fays nothing to him, but at 
night; ſick of a womans diſtemper, ſhe tells her other fellow-ſer- 
vant; who could ſcarce believe-it ; but the other affirming it, ſhe 
next day tells: ker Miſtriſs, who alſo wondering, ſends for A-drew, 
and taxes him, but he denies it ſtoutly. She then calls her Huſ- 
band, and he going to look inthe very place, they finde all the 
Linnen and Lace, and ſome Money. 
Andrew was ſecured, and carried before a Juſtice ; where, after 
a many ſtrange Excuſes, he confeſles the Fat: and for it bein 
committed to the Goal, he was, this laſt Aſſhizes there held, 
Condemn'd : And then he confeſſed the other two FaQts, receiving 
the juſt Reward of his horrible Murders and Robberies. 


This Relation is known to be true by moſt of the Inhabitants of 
Staffordſhire, ad by the Authors here inſerted. 


Mr. Tho. Horſley, 


and 
Mr. Samuel Stains. 


FINIS. 


